
Gospel ................................................................................... LK 1:26-38  

The angel Gabriel was sent from God 

to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, 

to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, 

of the house of David, 

and the virgin’s name was Mary. 

And coming to her, he said, 

“Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.” 

But she was greatly troubled at what was said 

and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 

Then the angel said to her, 

“Do not be afraid, Mary, 

for you have found favor with God. 

Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 

and you shall name him Jesus. 

He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, 

and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father, 

and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, 

and of his Kingdom there will be no end.” 

But Mary said to the angel, 

“How can this be, 

since I have no relations with a man?” 

And the angel said to her in reply, 

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 

Therefore the child to be born 

will be called holy, the Son of God. 

And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, 

has also conceived a son in her old age, 

and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren; 

for nothing will be impossible for God.” 

Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. 

May it be done to me according to your word.” 

Then the angel departed from her. 

http://usccb.org/bible/luke/1:26


Our Teacher of Faith 

Today, exactly nine months before Christmas, we celebrate the 

Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord. On this day, more than 

2000 years ago, an angel visited Mary and announced that she 

would be the Mother of the Son of God on earth, the Immanuel – 

God – with – us. 

This powerful moment in human history happened in the small 

town of Nazareth, without the trumpets of the angels, without 

any incredible signs on the sky. The most significant moment for 

the whole of humanity occurred when life was going on as usual.  

Mary surrendered herself and her life totally to the will of God. 

This is affirmed this in her answer to the angel: “Behold, I am the 

handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to your Word (Lk 

1:38). Origen of Alexandria, an early Christian scholar, 

commented on these words. It was as if Mary were saying to God, 

“Behold, I am a tablet to be written on: let the Writer write 

whatever He wills, let the Lord of all things do with me as He 

wishes.” Origen compared her will to a blank slate on which God 

could write whatever He wanted. This feast day tells us about the 

faith of Mary, and our own faith.  

This is Impossible! 

The experience of faith begins when you hear the Word of God. 

God speaks, and we try to listen and understand the Word 

addressed to us. Faith is our answer to the Word. Saint Paul, in 

the letter to the Romans, wrote: So Faith comes from what is 

heard. 



But what is the Word saying to Mary? That a Virgin will give birth 

to a son. (Is 7:14). Then what is our first reaction? It is impossible.  

And with our own faith, this might be the first reaction when we 

hear God’s Word: “This is impossible! That is not possible! It is 

too much for human strength. It seems too much for me. 

But it is still a choice that we all have to face sooner or later if we 

want our faith to be active and fruitful in love.  

We know that God’s chosen ones had to confront his or her 

reality with the Word, which seemed impossible for each of them. 

Here are some examples from Scripture. 

 Abraham was 75 years old when God told him to move. 

This was quite an undertaking for someone his age. 

 And again, having no children, Abraham was promised that 

he would become the father of nations.  

 Peter, being a fisherman, knew that no man on earth can 

walk on water, but was told to step out of the boat and 

walk with Christ. 

 The servants at the wedding of Cana were told to fill the 

jars with water, and then to take it to the master of 

ceremonies to approve the new wine that would be 

offered to the guests. 

Choose the Impossible 

Faith is an invitation to choose the impossible.  

 Forgive seventy times seven 

 Turn the other cheek 

 Love your enemies, and even more  



Faith asks for a decision: do you want to accept the impossible 

from God as a gift? Do you believe Him even if His promise seems 

impossible? 

Today let us turn to Mary and ask her to help us live by faith, to 

increase our belief in the Word of God and to better follow it! 


