
In order to understand today’s reflection, you need to read the Gospel 
first. For your convenience it is copied here. 
 

Gospel ........................................................................... JOHN 4:43-54 

At that time Jesus left [Samaria] for Galilee. 
For Jesus himself testified 
that a prophet has no honor in his native place. 
When he came into Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him, 
since they had seen all he had done in Jerusalem at the feast; 
for they themselves had gone to the feast. 

Then he returned to Cana in Galilee, 
where he had made the water wine. 
Now there was a royal official whose son was ill in Capernaum. 
When he heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, 
he went to him and asked him to come down 
and heal his son, who was near death. 
Jesus said to him, 
“Unless you people see signs and wonders, you will not believe.” 
The royal official said to him, 
“Sir, come down before my child dies.” 
Jesus said to him, “You may go; your son will live.” 
The man believed what Jesus said to him and left. 
While the man was on his way back, 
his slaves met him and told him that his boy would live. 
He asked them when he began to recover. 
They told him, 
“The fever left him yesterday, about one in the afternoon.” 
The father realized that just at that time Jesus had said to him, 
“Your son will live,” 
and he and his whole household came to believe. 
Now this was the second sign Jesus did 
when he came to Galilee from Judea. 

The Encounter That Melted Pride 

We all know people who would love to see miracles as proof of God’s 
existence. Miracles as spectacular as the blind gaining their sight, deaf 
being able to hear, paralytics walking, or food multiplied.  

Deep down in their hearts, those who followed Jesus, including his 
disciples, expected something for themselves. For example, in Mathew 
19:27 Peter says: We left everything and followed you. What do we get 
out of it?” 

Is it wrong for someone to follow the Lord because of what they can” 
get out of it”, as Peter says? It is not. Instead it might be a first step 
toward a deep and more mature friendship with God.  

http://usccb.org/bible/john/4:43


God Doesn’t Follow Human Plans 
However our Gospel reading today takes a twist when someone wants 
to “get something out of it.” An official asks Jesus to come and heal his 
son who was near death. An interesting fact is missing; who is this 
official? He probably would have been someone of high rank. The Greek 
language uses the word basilikos which could even mean that he was a 
king. He most likely was in the service of Herod Antipas, a 1st-century 
ruler of Galilee and Perea.  

And this man came to Jesus, who had no great status. Quite the 
opposite, in the social order he had a lowly status; he was only a village 
carpenter. Jesus was in Cana while this royal official lived in 
Capearnaum, almost twenty miles away. We know from the Gospel that 
Jesus decided not to go. Why would Jesus refuse?  

Saint Gregory the Great gives us a clue: 

“In this matter we must pay careful attention to what we have 
learned from the testimony of another Evangelist. A centurion 
came to the Lord saying, “Sir, my servant is lying at home 
paralyzed and in great pain.”  

Jesus immediately answered him, “I myself will come and heal 
him.”  

Why is it that when the ruler asked him to come to his son, he 
refused to go there in person, but he promised to go in person to 
the servant, when the centurion had not asked him to do so?  

He did not condescend to be physically present to the ruler’s son 
but did hurry to the side of the centurion’s servant. Why was 
this, except to check our pride?  

We do not respect in people their nature, made in God’s image, 
but their riches and reputation. When we consider what is 
important about them we scarcely regard what they are 
inwardly. We pay attention to what is physically displeasing 
about them and neglect to consider what they are.  

Our Redeemer, to show us that the things human beings regard 
highly are displeasing to the saints and that we are not to be 
displeased by what humans consider displeasing, refused to go 
to the ruler’s son but was ready to go to the centurion’s 
servant.… 

You see that one came from heaven who was not reluctant to 
hurry to a servant on earth, and yet we who are of the earth 
refuse to be humbled on earth. (Saint Gregory the Great, Forty 
Gospel Homilies 28). 



Expect The Unexpected 
The official’s meeting with Jesus brought a cure to his son, but it 
brought about something even more important. While he had been full 
of pride when he came to see Jesus, his own heart was cured the 
moment he realized his first calling, that of being a father. That was his 
vocation. When he came back as a father, the Gospel tells us that he 
and his whole household came to believe.  

Sometimes we don’t understand the path of God. We bring Him our 
prayers but many times we try to help Him with the solutions which we 
think are the best. The story from today’s Gospel encourages us to trust 
Him for the answers to our prayers, and to expect the unexpected. 
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